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THE HOUSE 
Small Business Day 

 
Tuesday, the House adopted and passed a special order calendar comprised of eight bills considered 
important for small businesses throughout the state. Also, passing was HB5 by Tommy Hanes (R-
Scottsboro) creating an income tax refund check-off for the State Parks Division of the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Mental Health, and Alabama Medicaid Agency, 
which  would begin in the 2018-tax year.  It now goes to the Senate for consideration.  
 
Thursday, the House got a late start and then adopted a 17-bill special order calendar in early afternoon. 
They worked through it debating all and passing most of the bills before dinnertime. HB21 by Rep. Jack 
“J.W.” Williams (R-Wilmer) was one that passed. It would offer a baiting privilege license from the 
Conservation Department allowing the hunting of whitetail deer or feral swine by means of bait. It 
passed 79-14 and now goes to the Senate for consideration.  
 
HB362 by Rep. Mark Tuggle (R-Alexander City) proposing a Constitutional Amendment requiring the 
Forever Wild Land Trust to pay ad valorem taxes is the third bill on next Tuesday’s proposed House 
special order calendar.  

THE SENATE 
The General Fund 

 
Tuesday the Senate passed, by a vote of 26-2, the $2 billion General Fund bill. It would provide for 
additional state troopers and increased funding for the Department of Corrections, Medicaid, Mental 
Health and Human Resources. This budget includes an increase of $159 million over last year, the 
largest in ten years. Also passing was SB177 by Sen. Trip Pittman (R-Montrose) – The Children First 
Trust Fund.  
 
Not passed yet, is SB185 by Sen. Clyde Chambliss (R-Prattville). This budget related legislation giving 
state employees a three percent pay raise. Negotiations were ongoing Tuesday and it was expected to be 
brought up Thursday. However, the Senate adjourned before lunch without taking any action on the pay 
raise. They may be waiting on SB215 by Sen. Gerald Dial (R-Linesville), approved by the Senate F&T 
General Fund Committee Thursday morning, giving retired state employees a $400 one-time bonus. 
 
The Senate also passed SB311 by Sen. Jabo Waggoner (R-Vestavia Hills). The bill would impose a 3 
percent tax on automobile leases and rentals in Jefferson County to support a new stadium in downtown 
Birmingham for UAB football and other events. The rental tax would raise about $3.5 million a year to 
help pay the debt service on an open air stadium seating between 45,000 – 55,000 people. It goes to the 
House for consideration.  
 
Thursday, the Senate debated and passed, by a 29-0 vote, SB272 by Sen. Trip Pittman (R-Montrose) 
allowing, by choice of the condemned, to use nitrogen hypoxia for executions if lethal injection drugs 
were not made available. It goes to the House for consideration.  
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IN COMMITTEE 
General Fund Budget 

 
SB318 by Sen. Arthur Orr (R-Decatur), as substituted, received a favorable report from the Senate 
Governmental Affairs Committee this week. The bill would establish the Alabama Data Breach 
Notification Act of 2018 to require certain entities take reasonable security measures to protect and 
secure sensitive personally identifying information.  
 
SB251 by Sen. Dick Brewbaker (R-Pike Road) making possession of an ounce or less of marijuana 
punishable by a fine up to $250 was approved, 6-4, by the Senate Judiciary Committee. The Senate bill 
drew heavy criticism from Sen. Phil Williams (R-Rainbow City) who threatened to filibuster if it reached 
the Senate floor. A similar bill in the House sponsored by Rep. Patricia Todd (D-Birmingham) failed to 
receive committee approval in the House Judiciary, likely indicating the demise of any such legislation 
this session.  
 
SB197 by Sen. Rodger Smitherman (D-Birmingham) that would prohibit the intentional creation or 
operation of event ticketing websites without authorization that contain the name of the venue, 
performing artist, performance title, exhibition title, or similar descriptors, received a favorable report 
from the House Commerce and Small Business Committee. The bill is now in position to be voted on by 
the full House.  
 
SB255 by Sen. Greg Albritton (R-Atmore) received a favorable report from the Senate Governmental 
Affairs Committee Tuesday. The legislation would prohibit elected officials from placing their likeness 
on any materials, publications and advertising media produced with federal, state, or local funds.  
 
HB76 by Rep. Pebblin Warren (D-Tuskegee) received quick approval by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. The legislation would enact the Child Care Safety Act. It would remove the licensure 
exemption of approximately 945 child day care centers in Alabama that are run by churches or non-profit 
religious organizations. It is now in position to be considered by the Senate body.  
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