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THE HOUSE 

Economic Development 
 
Tuesday, the House spent several hours debating and eventually passing, by a vote 79-7, HB317 by Rep. 
Ken Johnson (R-Moulton). The bill promoted by the Department of Commerce would exempt economic 
development professionals from registering as lobbyists. The bill was amended to clarify that public 
officials, public employees, lobbyists and their employees would not be exempt. It now goes to the 
Senate for consideration. Also passing was HB161 by Rep. Chris Sells (R-Greenville) that would make 
murdering a police officer, first responder or child under the age of 14 subject to the death penalty. It 
passed 72-20 and goes to the Senate for consideration.  
 
It was a long day in the House and Senate Thursday with both bodies working until the dinner time hour 
before adjourning for the week.  
 
Thursday, the House passed SB76 by Sen. Del Marsh (R-Anniston), a small tax cut for low-income 
individuals by adjusting the gross income range to expand it for maximum standard deductions. It goes 
to the Governor for her signature.  
 
Remember to change your clock this Saturday night before going to bed as we Spring Forward this 
weekend. Rep. April Weaver (R-Alabaster) introduced HB502 Thursday allowing Alabama to observe 
Daylight Savings Time year-round were Congress to amend the existing prohibition in federal law. 
 

THE SENATE 
Payday Loans 

 
Tuesday, the Senate spent the afternoon working from a 21-bill, mainly non-controversial, special order 
calendar of House and Senate bills. Thursday, the Senate rolled up its sleeves and brought up several 
controversial pieces of legislation. Passing, after some debate, was SB138 by Sen. Arthur Orr (R-
Decatur) that would extend repayment of payday loans from 10 to 30 days, which could alleviate the 
high interest rates paid by those with payday loans.  The bill passed 20-4 and goes to the House for 
consideration.  
 
On the special order calendar, but not receiving a vote Thursday was HB76 by Rep. Pebblin Warren (D-
Tuskegee), a bill to provide increased reporting requirements for unlicensed day cares. The bill was 
carried over after it became obvious that several Senators planned to filibuster the legislation.  
 
Late in the afternoon a filibuster on SB140 by Sen. Arthur Orr (R-Decatur) brought a long day to an 
abrupt end. The bill requiring some able-bodied Medicaid recipients to work received no vote and the 
bill was carried over to the call of the chair.  



 

Week 9 March 9, 2018

 
 

 

IN COMMITTEE 
General Fund Budget 

 
SB178 by Sen. Trip Pittman (R-Montrose) – The $2 billion General Fund budget, received a favorable 
report with little discussion from the House Ways & Means General Fund Committee. It is now in 
position for final passage and is expected to be debated next week on the House floor. Included in the 
bill is a 3% pay raise for state employees and a one-time bonus for state retirees. Medicaid, Mental 
Health, Human Resources and Public Health would all see significant increases in the budget.  
 
SB177 by Sen. Trip Pittman (R-Montrose) – The Children’s Trust Fund, traveling with the General Fund 
budget, also received a favorable report.  The Children First Trust Fund appropriates more than $38 
million to eleven state agencies. The appropriation of these funds is conditioned upon receipt of tobacco 
revenues.  
 
SB311 by Sen. Jabo Waggoner (R-Vestavia Hills) received approval, by a vote of 9-2, from the House 
Jefferson County Legislative Committee. The bill provides for the levy of an additional car rental tax in 
Jefferson County with the proceeds to be used by the Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center Authority for 
the expansion of the BJCC and an outdoor stadium. It goes to the full House for consideration.  
 
HB225 by Rep. Jim Hill (R-Moody) was passed out of the House Judiciary Committee. The bill would 
implement the recommendations of the Alabama Juvenile Justice Task Force and would substantially 
revise provisions relating to the juvenile justice system in the state.  
 
HB297 by Rep. Kyle South (R-Fayette) received a favorable report from the House Ways & Means 
General Fund Committee. It would increase the appropriation from the General Fund to the Emergency 
Forest Fire, Insect and Disease Fund from $180,000 to $250,000 annually and increase the maximum 
amount that could be accumulated in the fund from $1 million to $2 million. SB231 by Sen. Steve 
Livingston (R-Scottsboro), the Senate companion bill, passed the Senate Tuesday and was approved by 
the House committee Thursday.  
 
SB370 by Sen. Clyde Chambliss (R-Prattville) was introduced Tuesday in the Senate and was killed 
Wednesday in the Senate County & Municipal Government Committee. The constitutional amendment 
would have required local county commission approval for the Forever Wild Land Trust to purchase 
property in excess of 11,000 acres in counties with a population of 20,000 or less.  
 
SB351 by Sen. Greg Reed (R-Jasper) received a favorable report from the Senate Health and Human 
Services Committee. It would establish the Alabama Rural Hospital Resources Center, within the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), to increase the viability and capabilities of nonprofit or 
public rural hospitals. The companion bill, HB446 by Rep. Shedd (R-Cullman) was reported out of the 
House Urban & Rural Development Committee Wednesday also. 
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